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CHARACTERS:
A note on the characters: These are two people who
speak and process very quickly usually w thout any
hesitation. Their pace is rapid.

Wlliam Late 20's to mid 30's. A scruffy, w de eyed,
fast talking lover with no filter. He has no self
awar eness.

Janet: Late 20's to md 30's. A cal cul ated, serious,
j ob obsessed environnmental scientist. She’'s like a
doctor with horri bl e bedsi de nmanner.

NOTE ON THE SI NG NG
Wlliamisn't necessarily good at singing but he's so
overwhel nred with passion that he has no choice but to
sing. He doesn’t care that he’'s bad. He probably
hasn’t even thought if he's good or bad.

Li ghts up on a research |l ab of Antarctica. Janet
is witing down data. A | oud poundi ng on the

door. She is startled. Janet takes a second and
carefully wal ks over to open the door. Before she
gets there Wlliamfalls face first into the room
followed by a small aval anche of snow.

JANET
Ahhhhh! !

W LLI AM
Ch no |'m ok

JANET
What!? How did you get here?

W LLI AM
Ch | just wal ked here

JANET
Fr om wher e??

W LLI AM
l.... uh.... the research center up the road.... it
was. .. um

JANET
VWhat road?

W LLI AM
The one just down the road... it-



JANET
There’ s no road-
W LLI AM
Vell not literally a road
JANET
Fi guratively?
W LLI AM
Yes-
JANET
What does that -
W LLI AM
Well a path | guess. Snow Pat hs.
JANET
Are you ok? Do you need water
W LLI AM
No I’ mfine.
JANET
Are you injured?
W LLI AM
Yes.
JANET
Ch God, let ne take your pulse. What hurts?
W LLI AM
My aorta.
JANET
What ! ?
W LLI AM

|’ ve been shot in the heart.

JANET
What!? oh ny God let nme get you some hel p

W LLI AM
No that’'s not -

JANET
Sonmeone help! | going to put pressure on your wound-



W LLI AM
No | nean it’s-

JANET
Poi nt to where you' ve been shot -

W LLI AM
No I nean |’ ve been figuratively shot-

JANET
What does that even nean-

W LLI AM
How do | say this, |’ve been pierced by an ice pick of
| ove

JANET
Sonmeone help!'!! Let me call Terrence! Shit where’'s ny
phone-

W LLI AM
That canme out wong- |’ve been shot by an arrow shar per
t han Shakespeare’s wt

JANET
Hel p! This man is dying!!

W LLI AM
Janet .

Long sil ence

JANET
How do you know my name?

W LLI AM
Janet .

JANET
How do you know who | aml ?

W LLI AM
Janet .

JANET
Stop saying that!

W LLI AM
[t’s WIliam

JANET
| don’t know any WIIians’



W LLI AM
Yes you do.

JANET
No | fucking don't.

W LLI AM
From hi gh school

JANET
Hel p!

W LLI AM
It’s WIIliam Myri ck!

Long pause

JANET
WIl Mrick.

W LLI AM
Yes.

JANET
Your beard.

W LLI AM
| know sorry. | haven't seen a razor in 4 years.

JANET
Sorry?

W LLI AM
| wanted to see you cl ean shaven

JANET
Why? Woul d t hat -

W LLI AM
Dang it. | should have brought a razor. O a knife or
somet hi ng.

JANET
VWhat ! ?

W LLI AM
Ch boy this isn't how !l imagined this to go.

JANET
| magi ned?



W LLI AM
Oh no. You' re confused.
JANET
Yes! !
W LLI AM
Ah dam it. | thought you were expecting this.
JANET

How woul d | have expected some nan | haven’'t seen in 10
years, to show up, in ny lab, in winter, in
ANTARCTI CA! ?

W LLI AM
This was way nore charmng in ny head.

JANET
What are you trying to do?

W LLI AM
Si | ence

Consi ders: "how do | put this?"
Trying to marry you?

Looks at all the science equi pnment and starts
fiddling with it.
Shit! This stuff is Amazing!

JANET

Takes it in.
K| didn't hear that.

Regroups. Breaths in.
If you're not actually injured, 1’mgoing to get
Terrence to escort you off the prem ses.

W LLI AM
Look at all this science! Do you even know what al
this stuff does?

JANET
Don’t touch anything.

W LLI AM
So many gadgets. \What are you even neasuring? |s that
a thernoneter in an ice bl ock?



JANET
It’s a cutting edge hypersaline trace fossi
experi nment.

W LLI AM
|’ mno scientist but the tenperature of ice doesn’t
really sound too cutting edge to ne.

JANET
St op tal ki ng.

W LLI AM
To be honest it seens |ike you just accidentally
brought too nany gadgets and you were just |ike "what
do we do with this?" "I don’t know, stick it in that
ice or sonething."

JANET
Terrencel

W LLI AM
Wait, Do you not renenber ne?

JANET
No.

W LLI AM
Yes you do.

JANET
Nope. Terrence!!!

W LLI AM
Terrence i s dead!

JANET
VWhat ?

Pause
Oh ny Cod. You killed him

Pause
W LLI AM
Well no he’s not dead, | don't think. He mght be-
haven’t- | honestly don’t know who that is. Just

listen to ne-

JANET
Terre-



W LLI AM
No don't call Terrence. |1’mnot going to hurt you. |
just wanted to.......

Silence as Wlliamtries to think of what to say

JANET
To what? Pl ease finish that sentence.

W LLI AM
|’mtrying but all | can think of are lyrics fromthe
Phant om of the Opera.

JANET
Are you on recreational drugs?

W LLI AM
" m high on | ove.

JANET
Love isn't a narcotic. That isn’'t possible.-

W LLI AM

| medi at el y expl odes i nto song
"Anywhere you go let ne go too!"

An awkward second

JANET
Wait. You're in love with ne.
W LLI AM
Agai n
"Janet! That's all | ask of you"
JANET

Takes another breath. Tries to stay calm
Wlliam |I"msorry. But this is not- This isn't how

not at all- | have a schedule to stick to and this

isn"t how | expected ny day to go. At

all. Ever. This literally feels Iike a weird dream
W LLI AM

|’ mthe man of your dreans.

JANET
No. That’'s not-



W LLI AM
Technically I'’mthe man of your dreans.

JANET
This is a nightnare.

W LLI AM
A nightrmare is still a dream

JANET
k.

W LLI AM
|’ mthe man of your dreans.

JANET
Fi ne.

W LLI AM
G eat .

JANET
Wlliamthis is a very, very, very odd thing to do.

W LLI AM
I n what way?

JANET
|’mactually worried about- Are you- Do you have
sonmet hi ng wong with you?

W LLI AM
Li ke what ?

JANET
A di sorder?

W LLI AM
| don’t think so. Probably not.

A nonent
So you don’t really renenber ne?

JANET
Wlliam |I'msorry but | had literally forgotten you
exi sted until 3 m nutes ago.

W LLI AM
Yes. | thought you might say that.

JANET
| don’t know what you expected-



10.

W LLI AM
Qur connection was too strong for you to bear. You had
to forget it in order to carry on

JANET
Wiy woul d you think that?

W LLI AM
Renmenber that tinme you | ooked at ne and said: "Can
borrow your pen?" and the | ook you gave ne, it was
transcendent. You sniled and your eyes. God! Your
eyes | swear they sparkled. Literally sparkled And you

gave nme a |l ook. | know you renmenber this. You said
"thank you.. 1 like your shoes by the way" You said
that! | thought "why would she say that? They re just
normal dress shoes.” And then at that very nonent our
t hought s spoke. You said "I |ove you
Wlliam"™ ...Wll, you didn't say that but you thought
it and | heard it in ny head.

JANET
Look Wlliam | vaguely renenber speaking to you maybe
once. You were in nmy math class? | think?

W LLI AM
Yes. Algebra |

JANET
k. | have no recollection of that.

Wlliamfinally realizes that she doesn’t |ove
him A |l ong pause.

W LLI AM
Oh no.

JANET
Yeah, so.

W LLI AM
Fuck.

JANET
Yeah.

W LLI AM

How did that happen? You realize, that nmonent in high
school has ruined ny life.

JANET
" msorry.
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They stare at each other. He realizes that he's
stuck in Antarctica and this did not go the way he

expect ed.
W LLI AM
Wel |l now what the fuck am | supposed to do!?
Si | ence
JANET
Just let nme take a second to- Just let ne process al
this.
W LLI AM
Fine. | nean it’s not |like |I’m going anywhere.

As Janet thinks WIliamsings to hinself
introspectively these lyrics really speak to him
at this nonment.
"Once upon a tine | was falling in love and now I’ m
only falling apart | don’t know what to do a total

eclip-"
JANET
So you traveled all that way just to woo ne?
W LLI AM
hn? yeah. Took nme 4 years to get here.
JANET
|’ msorry?
W LLI AM
Fuck. | never thought that this m ght not work out.
JANET

Traveling to Antarctica in an effort to win ne over
despite the fact that we’ve only had one conversation?

W LLI AM
yes.

JANET
That’s not how | ove works.

W LLI AM
Says who?

JANET
Sci ence.
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W LLI AM
Fuck Sci ence.
JANET
Take it back.
W LLI AM
It’s all just a bunch of boring nunbers and paperwor k!
JANET
Take it back or I'll press the emergency button and
Terrence will be here in less than a m nute. -
W LLI AM

There are all these steps that you have to foll ow and
everyone gets nmad if you do the experinents but don’t
wite anything down after you finish it. It doesn’t
make any sense-

JANET
It’s the only thing that nakes any sense! Everything
el se is fake and can get confused. Science is the only
thing that is real

W LLI AM
Love is real.
JANET
No it isnt!
W LLI AM
Then why am | here?
JANET
Because you’' re del usi onal!
W LLI AM
No! | love you! And that’'s sonething that | know. |
don’t know a | ot about other things but I know that
love is real and | |ove you.
JANET
Ch pl ease.
W LLI AM

Wiy can’'t you | ove ne? Because you have a husband?

JANET
No. Wait, yes. Yes that’'s exactly why!-

WLLI AM

Si ngs again
( MORE)
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W LLI AM (cont’ d)
Let me be your freedomlet ne be your I|ight!

JANET
That doesn’t make any sense.

W LLI AM
You don’t make any sense.

JANET
You traveled for 4 years in an attenpt to uplift ne off
my feet and live happily ever after! You clearly
haven't thought this through.

W LLI AM
Shakespeare didn’t think it through.

JANET
What do you even know about Shakespeare?

W LLI AM
| read all the sonnets!

JANET
Those are tiny. Have you read any of the histories?
The tragedi es?

W LLI AM
Those were too long! | couldn't follow them Too many
people and all the death was sad! So | stuck with the
conedi es and sonnets.

JANET
Those writings have been fossilized and are no | onger
rel evant.

W LLI AM
The inmagery and netaphors are nore rel evant now than
ever! That’s why he’s so incredible!

JANET

Takes anot her breath and regroups
How did you even get here?

W LLI AM
Took ne 4 years. | wal ked/ ran/bi ked/train hopped
through North and South Anmerica. | did it illegally.
JANET

Il egally-
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W LLI AM
| didn’t have a passport.
JANET
Four years?
W LLI AM
It wasn’'t too bad. | sort of had to hop a couple

borders. But | nean North America is connected to South
America and South Anerica is actually pretty close to
Antarctica. So there wasn’'t too nuch sw nm ng-

JANET
Swi nm ng! That isn’t possible. You would have died.
W LLI AM
Well | didn't. | actually swam straight fromthe bottom

of Chili to Antarctica w thout stopping.

JANET
The World record for the longest tinme spent swinmng in
water that tenperature is approximately 18 m nutes.

W LLI AM
| npressed by hinsel f
Hm | guess | beat the record then. It really wasn't
that bad. -Anyway, | guess | was so wapped up in this

monment during ny traveling I didn’'t ever have anyone
talk me out of it-

JANET
You really | ove ne?-

W LLI AM
| nmean nost people didn’'t speak English al ong the way
so it was hard for nme to sort of tell themny plans-

JANET
This is just hitting ne.-
W LLI AM
Not that they woul d have stopped ne | nean-
JANET
4 years-
W LLI AM
| woul d have done this no matter what it’s just that-
JANET

WII -
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W LLI AM
| was so driven- What?
JANET
You | ove ne?
W LLI AM
Oh yeah. Head over heels. Anyway, | actually saw a

| ot of cool stuff along the way. Stuff I wouldn’t have
seen ot herw se. -

JANET
When did you know?
W LLI AM
Alot of- Wat? Imediately. | told you
JANET
Wow.
W LLI AM

A lot of cool scenery that | didn’t know

exi sted. Northern Argentina is beautiful by the

way. No one ever talks about it but it’'s absolutely
gorgeous. So many cliffs! | never thought | would
ever actually encounter a cliff. They re always in
adventure novies but | never thought | would be in a
situation where | would just be wal ki ng al ong, m ndi ng
ny own business and then BAM diff. So that was
interesting but yeah overall the journey was pretty
exciting because | was thinking about w nning you over
inthis big romantic gesture the whole tine.

JANET
Oh dear God.

W LLI AM
Yeah so this nonent is pretty di sappointing considering
all the time and bl ood and sweat |’'ve put into this.

JANET
| coul d i magi ne.
W LLI AM
Yeah.
They share a nonent
JANET

That’s just not how it worKks.
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W LLI AM
How does it work?
JANET
Wll... it... it’s not that. You stay with sonmeone who

you are excited to be-

qui ckly stops herself and conti nues.
Sonmeone who can protect you and who you are physically
attracted to in order to procreate.

Pause

W LLI AM

That sounds awful .
JANET

It’s based on survival not a fairy tale. 1It’s not the

way the poens tell you.
W LLI AM

Real | y? Because that’s exactly howit felt.
JANET

Well the feeling clearly wasn’t accurate was it?
W LLI AM

No. | guess not.
JANET

|’msorry WIIliam
W LLI AM

| guess ny hypothesis was incorrect.
JANET

Yes.

Anot her nonent. They stare at each other.

W LLI AM

VWll | guess I'Il just go back then.
JANET

| don’t believe that you have any ot her options.
W LLI AM

Ok so to recap, we decided that I love you, which is

great- the best feeling in the world, but you? Don’t?

JANET
Love you.
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W LLI AM
Love ne?
JANET
Correct.
W LLI AM
You | ove ne?
JANET
| don’t |ove you.
W LLI AM
Ch right.
Anot her nonent
Well | shoul d get going.
JANET
yeah.
W LLI AM
You're not really married are you?
JANET
No.
JANET
but you re just too scared of what we could be to want
to | ove-
JANET
No.
W LLI AM
Me?-
JANET
No.
A nonent .
W LLI AM
Vel | .
JANET
Yep.
She doesn’t know how to act or what to do. They
stare at each other. A nonent.
Do you want ne to kiss you or sonething? | nean 4
years is a lot to get nothing. | could kiss you if you

want .
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W LLI AM
They | ook at each ot her.
Janet leans in. WIlliamleans in and is about to

kiss her. Stops. Realizes.
No I don’t want that.

JANET
Just offering.
W LLI AM
| don’t want that at all.
JANET
What did you want to happen?
W LLI AM
Well, | guess | originally wanted to kiss you but now I
don’t want that. | really don't want that.
JANET
(0¢
Sticks out her hand for a handshake.
He sl owl y shakes her hand.
W LLI AM
Ok well 1 need to get back actually.... | have a..
thing.... that I... an appointnent that | forgot about
SO
JANET
Goodbye WII.
W LLI AM
Bye.
JANET
| am sorry
W LLI AM
| think I"mactually going to just keep wal ki ng forward
and see where | go. Maybe I'I|l get to Australia. It’s

funny, before I thoughtlessly pursued you to the edge
of the earth | had never even left ny town before.

Si ncerely
Thank you for ruining ny life.

A nonent.
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WIlliamwal ks out the door into the snow and
starts his journey across the other side of the
worl d. Janet Stands there unsure what to do.

Bl ackout .

End of play.



